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MMENSE as was the interest tnken hy
the world in the congresses of Berlin
and Vienna, where the diplomats and

York

world sat down to carve the world to sult
themeelves or their royal masters, this in-
terest fades bestde that with which the world
now views Washington as the opening of
the conference of limiting armaments ap-
proaches, The day of the opening Is No-
vember 11, anniversary of Armistice Day,
when the greatest war in the histery of
the world was ended, (
Now not the rulers and the leading men
of each nation Involved, but the peoples
of every civilized land, will watch anx-
lously the proceedinge of the conference,
for there is no citizen so small of repute
mt has at stake some vital Interest, 1If
It were a mere question of a reduction of
“axes Hhit would come up for discussion
this would be of personal weight to every
wan in every country which now Includes
the elvillzed world. But things much

lilgher In the acale of civilizatlon are to be
affected by what will be sald and done in
Washington, and the world waits breath-
lessly to learn how the important person-
ages gathered In our natlonal capital will
focus thelr efforts to eurtall war prepara-
tiong and drive far away, If aot aﬂ.lraly

Washmgton Fllllng Fast With Leading

Armistice Day \ldrl\s Opening of Momentous

Gathering of Keenest Minds From All Quar-

ters of the Globe
Harding to Aid

Called by President
Permanent Peacé—

Pacific Question to Get First Consid-

eration Because

of Its Menace—

Thumbnail Sketches of Leading
Delegates—Meetings in D.A.R

and Pan-American Buildings

The President,
in view of the
far - reaching
importance of
the question of
limitation of ar-
mament, has
approached
with informal
but definite in-
quiries the
‘group of Pow-
ers heretofore
known as the
Principal Allied
and Associated
Powers, that is,
Great Britain,
France, ltaly
and Japan, to
ascertain whe-
ther it would be
agreeable to

PRESIDENT HARDING S CALL

of limitation of
armament has
a close relation
to Pacific and
Far Eastern
problems, and
the President
has suggested
that the Powers
especially inter-
ested in these
problems
should under-
take in connec-
tion with this
conference the
consideration of
all matters
bearing upon
their solution
with a view to
.reaching a com-
mon under-

them to take
part in a con-
ference on this
subject, to be
heid in Wash-
ington at a time to be mutually
agreed upon. If the proposal is
found to be acceptable, formal
invitations for such a conference
will be issued.

It is manifest that the question

standing with
respect to prin-
ciples and pol-
icies in the Far
East. This has
been communicated to the Powers
concerned, and China has also
been invited to take part in the
discussion relating to Far Eastern
problems.

Washington, D. C., July 10, 1921. -
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out of sight and mind, the dread of future
WArs.

On Armistice Day, November 11, 1518,
this war weary world heaved a sigh of re-
Hef and murmured that modern strife on
an ascending scale such as had been wit-
nessed in the preceding four years was not
loncer to be thought of. But the wish to
da away with armaments could not accom
plish that miracle, and thoughtful and far
seeing men saw that the future was fraught
with every sort of danger

Europe Left Almost Helpless
Economically and Spiritually
. The countries of Rurope were left alter
the war in almost a helpless state sconom|
cally and splritnally Civilization itself
was on trial for its life. The balance of
power had' been disturbed by a huge
vacuum, where Germany and Russia once
had been, and into this vacaum world
vilues whisled with resulting chaos.

In this disordered state of the world
statesmen of. other c¢ountries looked to
America and they openly asserted that the
help of this country was essential to the
return of Europe to a normal state. The
participation of the United States in thé
waorld war, coupled with the projection of
our |tfluence In the Far East, had, they
gtated, inescapably united the affairs of
this nation with the affairs of other
nations

President Harding early In the summer
by his lssuance of a call for a conference
on the question of limiting armaments re
venled his appreciation of the polgnancy of
the situation and the willingness of Amer-
fea to meet and grapple with it. Both the
Progidont and Secretary of State Hughes
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recognized the gravity of the situation and
the magnitude of the problem, and they
took what snction they could looking to =@
solution of these world problems to remove
recurring possibilities of war,

The call {gsued to the natlons by Presi-
dent Harding last July brings together an
nssemblage of international statesmen the
ke of which never bhefore met Ameri-
can soll, The conference will muark the
abandonment of our attitude of “splendid
{golation,” occagloned by nothineg but a de
slre to perform a world service. and the
Umited States will hereafter he distin
gulshed as host of the greatest world con
ferchee which has ever been held

Secretary of State Hughes, in the cuall
te the Powers to Join In the conference, did
not lose the opportunity to make clens
what the American people want They
want not only MHmitation of armaments

but also n solution of the Pacific and
Eastern problems. Thestwo are comhbined
in the mind of the people and In that of
thelr spokesmen, because they know that
they cannot have the first without the gec-
ond, ’

-

Seeds of War Germinating
In Far Distant Asia
It is no diplomatlc secret that the zeods
of war are germinating in Asia at pres-
ent. They expect, with a certaln right
that grows oul of common sense, that our
delegntes to the conference will seek to
kill these seeds of war, not only that
armaments may be reduced In fact and
not merely on paper but that there need
be no Aghting In the Pacife Thus it
wane specified in the eall to the confgrence

that without some definite understfSnding

Foreign Statesmen
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to be arrived at in the Pacific problems
disarmament talk would amount to o
merely academic discussion It is ac-

knowledged to be the nim of the confer-
enee to eliminate the danger now rec-
ognized as resting in the Pacific. to as- &
sure recognition of American rights in the
Fur Eas¥ and to safeguard the “open door”™
policy in China
President Harding's Address
To Be Delivered Nov. 12
The conference, then, promisges to be a
second peace conference, of greater im-
portance than that which was held at Ver-
saflles, Upon ite success 8 expected to
depend the future well belng of the world
It may be asked why, with so many in-
terests [nvolved other than those just
mentioned, Interests peculfarly European,
Asmeriea. should have taken the lead In
this world movement. Those who ask this
gquestion have no doubt forgotten that the
first suggestion that America have the
greatest navy in the world was broached
in 19016, The plea for the largest navy
had welght then, and it still survives. At
any rate, we set the pace then for navnl
rivalry, It was fitting, therefore, that this
country shiould call the conference to limit
nuvy competition. As the United States
is least vulnerable from a naval stand-
point and i= the most self-contalned and
powerful of the three naval Powers, it s
prepared {5 excel them In candor, trust
nnd gonern it n the present conference
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The pr winme of the first day will be LOUIS LOUCHEUR
perfunctory only, merely petting into work
ing order, for this day, November 11, will
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